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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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However, it is a lesson that must be related to God’s goodness (and I am sure it is). While mommy and daddy meet their every need, it is God who makes it possible to do so.


     Giving thanks requires trust in God. We cannot give thanks nor have any desire to do so unless we believe that God is the source of our lives and the giver of everything we have.


How can we give thanks if we do not believe that God is there no matter the circumstances and he will take care of our needs? Consider the words of Jesus to his disciples, Therefore I say unto you, be not anxious for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. 


….. Behold the birds of the heaven that they sow not; neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; and your heavenly Father feedeth them. ….. 


Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: ……. But if God doth so clothe the grass of the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven, (shall he) not much more (clothe) you, O ye of little faith? 


(Matt 6:25-30) It seems that Jesus is trying to move us in a direction that says; perhaps our sense of well-being is not as proportional to our circumstances as it is to our faith in God.


   Giving thanks more is to appreciate


the things we have and the source from which they come. It may be a great paradox but when I give thanks to God the one who benefits the most is me. 


     And so, the next time you have a lot to say to God, let it include a genuine heart felt “thank You”. For, this is the will of God for you in Jesus Christ. 


		Joe Phillips





         











In 2003, a twenty-seven-year-old mountain climber named Aron Ralston gave America one of its most gripping stories of the year.  In the beautiful but desolate mountains of southeastern Utah, Aron made a decision that made everyone cringe who heard it.  One day while climbing, his right arm became trapped under a boulder estimated to weigh at least eight hundred pounds.  He saw immediately that he was in deep trouble. He took out his pocketknife and chipped away at rock for ten hours managing to produce only a handful of dust.  Days passed.  No one knew where he was.  His family was used to his being gone, so they were not even looking for him.  At the end of several days without food or water, Aron made a decision.  He decided to amputate his arm. His knife could not cut through the rock but it could cut through flesh, tendons, and muscle.  What an amazing display of courage and determination. After he was finished, he applied a tourniquet to his arm and rappelled nearly 70 feet to the floor of the canyon.  Then he hiked five miles downstream where he encountered other hikers who rescued him.


     Now let’s think about it.  Would it have been better for Aron to just sit and die? Certainly, it was a hard decision but he was faced with a choice at that time of his life that meant life or death.  And we are sometimes faced with hard decisions regarding “spiritual” life and death.


     In our passage, Jesus speaks in a way that some people think is harsh and 


 dogmatic, maybe even barbaric.  











occupation we pursue, whether we choose to give into some addictive sin, determines who we are and where our lives will go.


     Our decisions take us to the highest, or the lowest, points in our lives.  There is a point in California called Dante’s View where one can see on a clear day the highest peak in the continental 48 states (Mt. Whitney) and the lowest point below sea level (Badwater Basin in Death Valley).  From Dante’s view, one may decide whether he will go up or down.


     Life will present you with the choice of going up or down; obeying the gospel or turning away from God; living right or living in sin.  In fact, that decision is yours this very day.  Joshua said, “Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve… As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” (Josh. 24:15).


     Our decisions determine our eternal destiny.  From the very beginning of our spiritual lives, we must make a decision.  “He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.  He that believes not shall be condemned.”  The real question is whether one really is interested in living eternal life with God.  Jesus has offered that, but it sometimes requires a hard decision.  Are you willing to give up your pride, your sins, or your self will?  Your indifference and lack of action indicates a decision not to obey, at least for now.  Don’t make the wrong decision.  And…cut off your arm, if necessary!


____________________________________





Some parents spend so much time providing for their children that they are not providing for their children.





(That’s life)


					





Hard Decisions


By Colly Caldwell





“If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off.  It is better for you to enter into life maimed, rather than having two hands, to go to hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched.” (Mark 9:43)








He says that it would be better if a great stone were tied around a person’s neck and he be drowned in the sea than for him to cause a child of God to sin.  He says, it would be better for any of us to go through life maimed or blind than to lose our souls in hell.  If course, Jesus did not literally mean for us to unnecessarily cut off our appendages, mutilate our bodies, or blind ourselves.  But He wanted us to see the importance of making the hard decisions in order to steadfastly serve God.  If we are unwilling to sacrifice anything necessary to do that, we are unworthy of Him.


     Our decisions lead us to the rest of our lives.  You may have heard the old story about the father who went into his son’s room and placed three objects on his son’s desk: a Bible, a silver dollar, and a bottle of whisky.  He then hid in the closet to see which of the three objects the boy would pick up when he came home from school.  “If he picks up the Bible, he will be a preacher,” the father said.  “If he picks up the dollar he will be a businessman.  If he picks up the whisky he will turn out to be a no-good drunkard.”  The son came in.  He first picked up the Bible and then the dollar.  Finally, he picked up the bottle and took a long drink.  The father said, “Oh, my.  He’s going to be a politician.”


     This election year might be a good year to revive that not so unreal joke.  Seriously, the Preacher said, “Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth,” (Eccle. 12:1) and that only emphasizes that the decisions we make now lay the foundation for our other decisions ahead.  Who we marry, what 








Just say “Thank You” (reused)





Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus to you-ward. (1 Thess. 5:16-18)





     The other day I heard someone say, “the longest and most comprehensive prayer anyone could make consisted of only two words, “Thank You”.  If we are truly ardent in our belief that all things and I do mean “all things”, come from God, then this concept is quite rational. If we believe that He gives us life, health, food, raiment, shelter. If He gives us mercy and forgiveness of sins, then our loyalty and thanksgiving are due Him. We sometimes fill our prayers with things we know God knows, but because God is, He knows all things, even our needs before we ask. It falls upon us to acknowledge these things and respond with thanks for God’s love and mercy.


      Jesus shows that it is something God expects of us. In His encounter with the ten lepers He expected all to show thanks. And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back; with a loud voice glorifying God; and he fell upon his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a Samaritan.  And Jesus answering said, Were not the ten cleansed? but where are the nine? Were there none found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger? 


(Luke 17: 15-18) 


      We learn to give thanks. One of the lessons we teach our children is to say “thank you” and one of the joys I have is to look down at one of them tugging at my pant leg and hear them say “thank you, Mr. Joe”.  				Cont. on Page 3





FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers








Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Chris Roy and Rhetta for Chris’


continued improvement Melinda Hampson’s


father; Owen McKinney; Jack and Joyce


 Green; Jessica Redd’s father.  Congratulations


to Steven and Anna at the birth of Navie Lynn.


 All of our expecting mothers:  Alex Bowman


Stephanie Adams. 


_______________________________________





If you would like to host a Bible Class in 


Your home, please see the sign up sheet in the foyer or check with Matt Jones


____________________________________ 





Singing at the building Fri. May 04 @ 7:00 PM


________________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Lloyd Jackson        


 Song Leader----Steve Huff


Lord's Supper---Preston Jackson


   Asst. 1-----Drew Bowman


   Asst. 2-----Wallis Hampson


   Asst. 3-----Chris Jackson


   Asst. 4-----Joey Jackson


   Asst. 5-----Alex Wiggs


2nd Prayer---Grant Hicks


Read Scripture---Cecil Douthitt 


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Matt Jones


Closing Prayer---Jeff Lacquement 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Roger Pink


Song Leader---Michael Burke


2ed Prayer---Collins Boakye


Read Scripture---Rob Williams


Sermon---Collins Boakye


Lord's Supper---Preston Jackson


Announcements—Matt Jones


Closing Prayer---Jordan Huff


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Ross Statham


 Invitation---Lloyd Jackson


 Closing Prayer---Joe Phillips





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














